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Head Start Supplemental Assistance Program 
2021 Request for Application Frequently 
Asked Questions 
Application Process (AP) 
AP-1: We are an EHS program that serves up to age 3, but we struggle to find 
HS programs to take our children when they transition. We have been retaining 
them past the age of 3... could we apply to have services for children age 3-4 
only? 
Yes. 

AP-2: Does the Funding Accountability section have to be complete as part of the 
application? 
No. This is completed if a new applicant is awarded the grant. Instructions will be sent to all 
newly awarded grantees including next steps about updating their grant application, funding 
accountability and transparency data, signoff contract options, etc. 

AP-3: Is the reporting guidelines and administrative function sections a section 
that is completed by agencies after they are awarded the grant? 
Applicants do not need to complete the “administrative function” section. This is completed by 
the eGrants system. The “reporting and guidelines” sections will have parts that newly awarded 
grantees will need to complete for the contracting process. This would be included in next steps 
instructions for all newly awarded applicants. 

Scoring (SC) 

Eligibility (E)   
E-1: Is the HSSAP RFA for current grantees only, not for new STAR 3 or STAR 4 
providers? 
The application is for current HSSAP grantees and new providers. All applicants must meet the 
eligibility requirements noted on pg. 6 of the application guidance. 

E-2: Towards the beginning of the webinar, around "review and rubric narrative" 
slide you mentioned "no uncorrected deficiencies" can you tell us what that 
means? My organization has a match funds waiver for YR 20-21, is the waiver 
itself a "corrected deficiency"? 
The term "uncorrected deficiencies" is used by the federal Head Start agency to designate a 
program who is not currently in full compliance with the Head Start Performance Standards.  If 
an agency has an approved waiver of a Head Start Performance standard from federal Head 
Start then the program would be considered in compliance with the federal Head Start 
Performance Standards. 
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Proposed Service Area, Locations, and Risk Score 
Calculations (PLR) 

Partnerships (P) 
P-1: What if the federal agencies are not willing to partner? 
OCDEL encourages all eligible providers to partner but ultimately it is up to the federal Head 
Start agency to decide who they wish to partner with. 

Collaborations (C) 

Staffing (S)  

Program Requirements (PR) 

Fiscal (F) 
F-1: Is cost per child info from current grantees available? Is there a difference 
for EHS/HS cost per child? Is there somewhere that cost per child info from 
current grantees be reviewed to compare and be sure to be within a reasonable 
range? 
Specific cost per child information on current grantee is not available to the public. Information 
on current grantees such as funding allocations and slot allocations can be found on the 
Governor's Open Data Portal. https://data.pa.gov/Early-Education/Pre-K-Counts-and-Head-
Start-Supplemental-Assistanc/pgbt-5wid (please hyperlink in final document). 

F-2: What are the match requirements for HSSAP funding? 
There are no match requirements. 

Miscellaneous (M) 
M-1: How does a center become a Head Start grantee or Early Head Start 
grantee? 
"Head Start and Early Head Start programs are funded by the federal Office of Head Start.  The 
Office of Head Start posts funding opportunity announcements (FOAs) to solicit applications for 
grant funds to specific service areas or a national competition.   

For more information and search for specific service area funding opportunities by visiting this 
website:  https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ohs/funding. 

M-2: Can you define the term “prekindergarten”? Is this grant opportunity open to 
EHS program serving children aged 0-3? 
HSSAP funding is specific to serving 3-5 year olds. 
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M-3: You mention that you look at PRI scores – is there a particular aspect of the 
PRI that is focused on? How is the score calculated? 
The overall PRI score will be used to determine if a current grantee is fully meeting or partially 
meeting program requirements. 

M-4: Since this is a one-year opportunity, is it safe to assume that the grant 
opportunity will be open again next year? For those funded in the next 5-year 
cycle - does that mean there will be no further opportunities until 5 years pass? 
The next scheduled full competitive rebid should occur in Spring 2022. Expansion funding may 
be awarded in non-recompete years, however this expansion funding is not guaranteed. 

M-5: Can HSSAP funds be used toward your federal program match? 
No. The Office of Child Development and Early Learning (OCDEL) already uses HSSAP funding 
in this way, therefore, grantees cannot. 
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